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Current Affairs- 

Insights into Editorial: An opportunity for India to pitch for holistic maritime 

security 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference News: 

In an innovative departure from normal practice, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will preside (in 

virtual mode) over an open debate at the global high-table, namely the UN Security Council, on 

August 9 when India holds the President’s chair for one month. 

This will mark a diplomatic first for an Indian PM: This role has been performed in the past 

by a minister or a senior diplomat. 

Recently, Defence Minister has flagged India’s concerns on Maritime Security. 

In ADMM-Plus, Defence Minister called for rule-based order in Indo-Pacific and raised the issue of 

freedom of navigation in SCS. India also sought adherence to international rules and law 

Global maritime security and India’s role: 

1. India’s location in the Indian Ocean has placed it at the nerve centre of trade and cultural 

cross-pollination in this region throughout history. 

2. Historical evidence exists of Indian linkages with Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia and 

Mauritius with manifestations of Indian culture clearly seen in their temples and legends. 

3. Nurturing of these linkages is important for preservation of India’s interests in the region. 
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4. The subject to be deliberated upon by the UNSC members is “Enhancing maritime security: 

A case for international cooperation” under the larger umbrella of the “Maintenance of 

international peace and security”. 

5. This would be an extension of Modi’s advocacy of SAGAR (security and growth for all in the 

region) that he had unveiled in 2015 in relation to the Indian Ocean region (IOR). 

6. Currently, global maritime security is roiled and the most recent incident that has caused 

considerable unease about the safety of merchant shipping is the suspected drone attack 

(July 29) on an Israeli-controlled tanker in the north Arabian Sea off Oman that killed two 

crew members. 

7. Piracy and non-traditional challenges at sea such as gun-running and smuggling are old 

chestnuts 

India’s Maritime Interests: 

India has a huge coastline of about 7517 km and more than 1200 islands. Many of these islands 

are quite distant with the farthest of the A&N islands about 1600 km from the nearest mainland. 

India has invested in a variety of sectors like infrastructure, industry, energy, and services in a 

number of counties in the immediate maritime neighbourhood and beyond. 

India has made significant strides towards harnessing deep sea resources with the International 

Seabed Authority according it pioneer status and an allocation of 75000 sq.km of seabed in the 

Central Indian Ocean. 

1. India’s territorial sea has an expanse of 193,834 sqkm while the Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) covers 2.02 million sqkm. 

2. The living and non-living resources in this zone, which measure about two-third of the 

landmass of the country, are exclusive to India, as also the trade and transport facilities that 

navigate through this area. 

3. This expanse is also home to 51 percent of India’s proven oil reserves and 66 percent of 

natural gas reserves. 

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs): 

1. The importance of the Sea Lines can be gauged from the fact that the oceans 

supported about four fifths of the total world merchandise trade. 

2. Over the last decade, India’s seaborne trade has grown at twice the global growth rate of 

3.3 percent while cargo traffic at Indian ports has doubled to 1 billion tonnes per annum 

over the last decade and is expected to reach 1.7 billion tonnes per annum by 2022. 

3. This amounts to a total of 95 percent of India’s trade volume. 
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4. In order to secure Sea Lanes of Communication, enhancing interoperability at 

sea, intelligence- sharing and maintaining freedom of navigation, India should work 

together with like-minded nations. 

Maritime Economy: 

1. The Indian economy is hugely dependent on energy imports to the extent of 81 percent of 

the total domestic oil consumption in 2015-16. 

2. Nearly 95 percent of India’s international trade by volume and over 70 percent by value is 

carried over the seas. 

3. India is also the world’s fourth largest producer of fish, most of which comes from the sea. 

4. This maritime economy is supported by an extensive network of 13 major and about 200 

minor ports all along the coast. 

Developing Blue-water Naval Capabilities: 

Given India’s stakes in Indian ocean, it is very significant for India to develop blue-water naval 

capabilities. 

• Apart from developing indigenous naval capacity, there is a need to push for development of 

three aircraft carrier groups, one for each Command, and set to operate in western, 

southern, and eastern quadrants of the Indian Ocean. 

• On the ‘Act East Policy’, key elements of the policy aim to promote economic cooperation, 

cultural ties and develop strategic relationships with countries in the Indo-Pacific region 

through continuous engagement at bilateral, regional and multilateral levels. 

• Way Ahead: 

• Over the decades, India highlighted the nuclear issue to the global high-table: Delhi 

brought nuclear disarmament into the global discourse, even though it demonstrated its own 

nuclear weapon capability in 1998. 

• In a similar manner, the Modi legacy to the global policy basket could be advocacy 

for sustained focus on the maritime domain and the correlation with globalisation, the blue 

economy, the health of the ocean and the overall impact on human security. 

• Security and equitable growth for all by husbanding the global ocean for future generations 

is a laudable goal and encouraging the UNSC to prioritise this issue is a worthy cause. 

• Extension of the Malabar exercise to the QUAD members and willing nations of Asia-Pacific. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, maritime security has many strands and PM Modi would be well advised to look at the big 

picture while encouraging the global high table to review the maritime domain holistically. 
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Public Account Committee 

Refernce News:  

The Public Accounts Committee, headed by Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, is going on 

a four-day tour of Srinagar, Kargil, Leh and Drass.  

Next Analysis-  

What’s the issue?  

The committee visit is in connection with a 2019 report of the Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) on “high altitude clothing, equipment, ration and housing” for the Army personnel.  

• The CAG report had pointed out delays in the procurement of high altitude clothing and 

equipment items of up to four years, leading to acute shortage of essential clothing and 

equipment.  

About PAC:  

1. The PAC is formed every year with a strength of not more than 22 members of which 15 

are from Lok Sabha and 7 from Rajya Sabha.  

2. The term of office of the members is one year.  

3. The Chairman is appointed by the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Since 1967, the chairman of the 

committee is selected from the opposition.  

4. Its chief function is to examine the audit report of Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) after it is laid in the Parliament.  

Limitations of the Public Accounts Committee:  

1. Broadly, it cannot intervene in the questions of policy.  

2. It can keep a tab on the expenses only after they are incurred. It has no power to limit 

expenses.  

3. It cannot intervene in matters of day-to-day administration.  

4. Any recommendation that the committee makes is only advisory. They can be ignored by the 

ministries.  

5. It is not vested with the power of disallowance of expenditures by the departments.  

6. Being only an executive body; it cannot issue an order. Only the Parliament can take a final 

decision on its findings. 
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The new Information Technology (IT) Rules: 

Reference News:  

Twitter has appointed a permanent Chief Compliance Officer (CCO), a Resident Grievance Officer 

(RGO) and a Nodal Contact Person in compliance with the new Information Technology (IT) 

Rules.  

  

What’s the issue?  

The Supreme Court had recently expressed reservations over Twitter changing the status of the 

CCO appointment from “interim” to “contingent” in its affidavit.  

• The IT rules mandated the appointment of a senior employee as CCO, but Twitter had 

appointed a “contingent worker” through a third party contractor. This was opposed by the 

Centre.  

  

What the rules say?  

Twitter Inc is admittedly an ‘intermediary’ within the meaning of Section 2(1)(w) of IT Act, 2000, 

and an SSMI (Significant Social Media Intermediary) under the IT Rules 2021.  

• SSMIs are required to appoint a chief compliance officer, a nodal officer, and a grievance 

officer — all whom are required to be residents of India, according to the IT rules.  

  

What happens in case of non compliance?  

• Any non-compliance amounts to breach of provisions of IT Rules, leading to Twitter losing its 

immunity as an “intermediary”.  

• A loss of its intermediary status, which provides its immunity from liabilities over any third-

party data hosted by it, makes it liable for criminal action in case of complaints.  

  

Next Analysis:  

On February 25, the Centre framed the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and 

Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021, in the exercise of powers under section 87 (2) of the 

Information Technology Act, 2000 and in supersession of the earlier Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines) Rules 2011, which will come into effect from May 26.  

  

Overview of the new rules:  

 

1. It mandates a grievance redressal system for over the top (OTT) and digital portals in the 

country. This is necessary for the users of social media to raise their grievance against the 

misuse of social media.  

2. Significant social media firms have to appoint a chief compliance officer and have a nodal 

contact person who can be in touch with law enforcement agencies 24/7.  
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3. A grievance officer: Social media platforms will also have to name a grievance officer who 

shall register the grievance within 24 hours and dispose of it in 15 days.  

4. Removal of content: If there are complaints against the dignity of users, particularly women 

– about exposed private parts of individuals or nudity or sexual act or impersonation etc – 

social media platforms will be required to remove that within 24 hours after a complaint is 

made.  

5. A monthly report: They also will have to publish a monthly report about the number of 

complaints received and the status of redressal.  

6. There will be three levels of regulation for news publishers — self-regulation, a self-

regulatory body, headed by a retired judge or an eminent person, and oversight from the 

Information and Broadcasting Ministry, including codes of practices and a grievance 

committee.  

 

 

Recent Cases 

Central University (Amendment) Bill 2021: 

The bill seeks to amend the Central Universities Act, 2009, to provide for the establishment of a 

university in the Union territory of Ladakh. 

• The establishment of a central university (to be named Sindhu University) will help students 

in Ladakh to pursue their higher studies with ease and will also cater to the regional 

aspirations for years to come. 

Please note that Central universities or union universities in India are established by an Act of 

Parliament and are under the purview of the Department of Higher Education in the Ministry of 

Education.  

Khel Ratna named after Dhyan Chand: 

The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna stands renamed as the “Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna” in honour of 

the hockey wizard. 

• Dhyan Chand, a three-time Olympic gold medallist, is considered India’s greatest hockey 

player. His birthday, on August 29, marks the National Sports Day, when the National 

Sports Awards are presented each year. 

• Khel Ratna Award is the highest sporting award given by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and 

Sports for the spectacular and most outstanding performance in the field of sports by a 

sportsperson over a period of four years. 
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Hezbollah: 

The Hezbollah is a Shia Islamist political party that is based in Lebanon. The organization was 

founded by the Iranian effort in the 1980s to aggregate Lebanese Shia groups. In the on-going Iran-

Israel conflicts, Hezbollah acts as a proxy for Iran. 

Pani Maah: 

The Union Territory of Ladakh launched a month-long campaign — ‘Pani Maah’ (Water Month) to 

increase the pace of implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in the UT and to inform and engage 

village communities on the importance of clean water. 

• The campaign will run at block and panchayat levels in two phases. 

• The campaign will adopt a three-pronged approach — focussing on water quality testing, 

planning and strategizing water supply, and seamless functioning of Pani Sabha in villages. 

 

Daily Topic 

Quit India Movement 

Quit India Movement: The causes 

• Involvement of India in World War II without prior consultation with the leaders 

The Indian Nationalists were disgruntled with the Governor-General of India, Lord Linlithgow, 

as he brought India to the verge of World War II without consulting them. 

• Failure of Cripps Mission 

The British sent Sir Stafford Cripps to India to gain the cooperation of India, which failed 

because the Cripps Mission offered India not complete freedom but the Dominion Status to 

India, along with the partition. After the failure of Cripps Mission, the Indian Nationalist 

Leaders knew that the Britishers were in no mood to amend the Constitution before the end 

of World War II. 

• Shortage of essential commodities 

There was widespread discontent due to the shortage of essential commodities and rising 

prices of salt, rice, etc., and commandeering of boats in Bengal and Orissa. There were fears 

that the Britishers would follow a scorched earth policy in Assam, Bengal, and Orissa in 

reaction to the advancement of the Japanese. The Economy also shattered as a result of World 

War II. 

• Prevalence of anti-British sentiment 

The sentiments were widely anti-British, and the masses were demanding complete 

independence from the British Government. 

• Centralisation of many small movements 
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The Ground for the movement was already prepared by various associated and affiliated 

bodies of the Congress, like Forward Bloc, All India Kisan Sabha, and others. They were leading 

the mass movements on a much more radical level for more than two decades. The Quit India 

Movement also channelised many militant outbursts, which were happening at several places 

in the country. 

Key events of Quit India Movement 

• Quit India Movement, or 'Bharat Chhodo Aandolan', began on August 8, 1942, with its 

foundations being laid back in 1939 when the Governor-general of India was Lord Lilingthow. 

• In 1942, Sir Staford Cripps was sent to India by the British Establishment to negotiate with the 

leaders of the All India Congress Committee for gaining their support in exchange for their 

freedom. 

• July 1942- The Quit India Movement Resolution was passed at the Wardha Conference of All 

India Congress Committee. 

• Mahatma Gandhi delivered his speech at Mumbai's Gowalia Tank Maidan, also called August 

Kranti Maidan, on 08th August 1942. The movement also came to be known as the August 

Kranti or India August Movement. 

• Mahatma Gandhi was arrested and jailed at Pune's Aga Khan Palace and his wife Kasturba 

Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu and secretary Mahadev Desai. 

• Many other senior members of the Indian National Congress were also arrested, including 

Jawaharlal Nehru and Abul Kalam Azad, and were kept in the Yerwada Jail. 

• The British Government banned the Congress Committee declaring it an unlawful association. 

• Aruna Asaf Ali, popularly known as the 'Grand Old Lady' of the Independence Movement, 

hoisted the National Flag at Mumbai’s Gowalia Tank Maidan. 

• This event was followed by an uproar among the people and the emergence of several young 

leaders such as Ram Manohar Lohia, Jai Prakash Narayan, SM Joshi, and others who continued 

to fuel the fire of the movement throughout India during the period of World War II. 

Phases of Quit India Movement 

The Quit India Movement can be viewed in three phases from its inception to end. The phases are 

as follows: 

First phase: The first phase or the inception of the movement had no violence. It began with civil 

disobedience, boycotts, strikes that the British Government quickly suppressed. Almost all 

members of the Congress Committee, including Gandhiji, were arrested and kept in Jail till 1945 

without any trial. 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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Second phase: In its second phase, the movement shifted to the countryside. The second phase of 

the movement took a violent and aggressive turn. Any building or offices which were the symbol of 

the colonial authority was attacked and distracted. Communication systems, railway stations & 

tracks, telegraph poles and wires were also targeted. 

Third and last phase: In the last phase of the movement, there was the formation of many 

independent national or parallel governments in the isolated pockets of the country, such as Ballia, 

Satara, Tamluk, etc. 

Successes of the Quit India Movement 

• Women empowerment 

This movement had the active participation of women of the country. 

Aruna Asif Ali hoisted the national flag on the Gowalia tank maidan; Usha Mehta, on the 

other hand, helped set up the underground radio station to spread awareness about the 

movement. 

• Rise of future leaders 

This movement also gave some future prominent leaders such as Biku Patnaik, Aruna Asif 

Ali, Ram Manohar Lohia, Sucheta Kriplani, J.P. Narayan, etc. These leaders were helping the 

movement through underground activities. 

• Rise of nationalism 

A greater sense of unity and brotherhood emerged due to the Quit India Movement. Many 

students dropped out of schools and colleges, people gave up their jobs and withdrew 

money from the banks. 

Failure of the Quit India Movement 

The movement did not have the support of many organisations of the country itself. 

• The Britishers were supported by the Princely States, British Indian Army, Indian Civil 

Services, Viceroy’s Council (which had Indians in the majority), All India Muslim League, 

Indian Imperial Police. 

• The Hindu Mahasabha, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) & Muslim League also opposed 

the Quit India Movement. 

• Many Congress members like C Rajagopalachari resigned from the provincial legislature as 

they did not favour Mahatma Gandhi's idea. 

This year we are celebrating the 79th anniversary of the Bharat Chhodo Aandolan or Quit India 

Movement. This day reminds us of our freedom fighters' selfless sacrifice and their struggle against 

colonial rule. It was nearly five years later that India gained its independence and proclaimed itself 

as a sovereign nation, and has remained so ever since. 
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MCQ 
1. Who gave the slogan of "Do or Die" in the Indian National Struggle? 

a) Jawaharlal Nehru 

b) Sarojini Naidu 

c) Lala Lajpat Rai 

d) Mahatma Gandhi 

Answer- D 

2. Who was sent to India to negotiate with the Indian National Congress for the full cooperation 

of India in World War II? 

a) 4th Earl of Minto 

b) Lord Mountbatten 

c) Stafford Cripps 

d) Lord Curzon 

Answer- C 

3. Where was Mahatma Gandhi placed after his arrest following the "Quit India Speech"? 

a) Residency, Lucknow 

b) Aga Khan Palace 

c) Yerwada Jail 

d) Hijli Detention Camp 

Answer- B 

4. Which one of the following was the president of the Indian Independence League in June 

1942? 

a) Rashbehari Bose 

b) Subhash Chandra Bose 

c) Mahatma Gandhi 

d) None of the Above 

Answer- A 

5. Where were the local leaders set up a parallel rule as a rebel "National Government" but 

were requested by Mahatma Gandhi to disband in 1944? 

a) Oudh 

b) Delhi 

c) Midnapore 

d) Chauri Chaura 

Answer- C 

6. When did the Muslim League move a resolution for an "Independent State”? 

a) 1945 

b) 1944 

c) 1943 

d) None of the Above 

Answer- B 
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7. Who among the following was involved in the formation of the Indian National Army (INA)? 

a) Rashbehari Bose 

b) Subhash Chandra Bose 

c) None of the above 

d) All of the above 

Answer- D 

8. Who among the following popularised the Quit India Movement in Orissa? 

a) Buxi Jagabandhu 

b) Gopabandhu Chaudhari 

c) Balakrishnan Nair 

d) Chittaranjan Das 

Answer- B 

9. Where was the meeting held by the All India Congress Committee (AICC) to formalise the 

Quit India Resolution? 

a) Mysore 

b) Darjeeling 

c) Bombay 

d) Delhi 

Answer- C 

10. Which Indian National Struggle movement is also referred to as “August Kranti”? 

a) Civil Disobedience Movement 

b) Khilafat Movement 

c) 1857 War of Independence 

d) Quit India Movement 

Answer- D 

 


