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Reference News 

A technical anomaly prevented the ignition of the GSLV

could not accomplish the mission to launch earth 

About EOS-03 

• EOS-03, intended to be positioned in the geostationary transfer orbit initially, was supposed to 

reach the final geostationary orbit

• It was expected to provide near real

intervals, which could be used for quick monitoring of natural disasters, episodic events and 

any short-term events.  

• The mission life of the satellite was 10 years.

• GSLV-F10 was ISRO’s eighth flight with indigenous cryoengine.

• While the first stage of the GSLV is solid fuel, the second is liquid fuel and the third the 

cryogenic engine. 

o Cryogenic rocket engine uses a cryogenic fuel and oxidizer, i.e. both its fuel and oxidizer 

are gases liquefied and stored at very low temperatures.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Significance of EOS-03: 

EOS-03, part of the new generation of earth

almost real-time images of large parts of the country
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Current Affairs 

GSLV-F10 Failure 

A technical anomaly prevented the ignition of the GSLV-F10 rocket’s cryogenic upper stage and ISRO 

could not accomplish the mission to launch earth observation satellite EOS-03 into the intended orbit.

03, intended to be positioned in the geostationary transfer orbit initially, was supposed to 

ostationary orbit. 

near real-time imaging of a large area of interest at frequent 

intervals, which could be used for quick monitoring of natural disasters, episodic events and 

The mission life of the satellite was 10 years. 

ISRO’s eighth flight with indigenous cryoengine. 

While the first stage of the GSLV is solid fuel, the second is liquid fuel and the third the 

Cryogenic rocket engine uses a cryogenic fuel and oxidizer, i.e. both its fuel and oxidizer 

liquefied and stored at very low temperatures. 

new generation of earth-observation satellites, was meant t

of large parts of the country. 
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• The images could be used for monitoring natural disasters lik

water bodies, crops, vegetation and forest cover.

o EOS-03 was being sent ahead of EOS

pandemic. 

• EOS-02 was supposed to be launche

been rescheduled for September

• EOS-02 was supposed to ride o

rocket. 

• SSLVs will broaden ISRO’s current rocket range

cater to the increasing demand for launching of small commercial satellites.

AL – Mohed AL – Hindi: India & 

Reference news- 

Maiden bilateral naval exercise ‘AL – 

way on 12th August off the coast of Al Jubail.

• Indian Navy participated with its indigenously built stealth destroyer Kochi with two integral 

Sea King helicopters. 

• It saw the two navies undertake co

at sea procedures, anti-piracy and boarding operations, weapon targeting drills etc. to enhance 

synergy and interoperability between the two navies.
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The images could be used for monitoring natural disasters like floods

water bodies, crops, vegetation and forest cover. 

ahead of EOS-02 which has been delayed by the 

02 was supposed to be launched around March-April this year,

rescheduled for September-October. 

02 was supposed to ride on ISRO’s new SSLV (Small Satellite Launch 

ISRO’s current rocket range that comprises PSLVs and GSLVs,

cater to the increasing demand for launching of small commercial satellites.

 

Hindi: India & Saudi Arabia Naval Exercise

 Mohed AL – Hindi’ between India and Saudi Arabia

y on 12th August off the coast of Al Jubail.  

Indian Navy participated with its indigenously built stealth destroyer Kochi with two integral 

It saw the two navies undertake co-ordinated action against asymmetric threat, replenishment 

piracy and boarding operations, weapon targeting drills etc. to enhance 

synergy and interoperability between the two navies. 
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floods and cyclones, 

 Covid-19 

l this year, but now has 

SSLV (Small Satellite Launch Vehicle) 

PSLVs and GSLVs, and 

cater to the increasing demand for launching of small commercial satellites. 

Saudi Arabia Naval Exercise 

India and Saudi Arabia got under 

Indian Navy participated with its indigenously built stealth destroyer Kochi with two integral 

ordinated action against asymmetric threat, replenishment 

piracy and boarding operations, weapon targeting drills etc. to enhance 
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International Baccalaureate

Reference news:  

Recently, the Delhi Board of School Education (DBSE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with International Baccalaureate (IB) to implement IB programmes in 30 government schools, 

including 20 of its new Schools of 

government school students will get access to international level of educational facilities

Students of these schools will be issued joint certification by the IB and the Delhi board when 

complete schooling. 

About International Baccalaureate (IB)

• It is a worldwide, non-profit education program

19 the opportunity to receive an education

• Its Foundation Office is in Genev

• It emphasizes personal student development as one of its main achievements.

• There are four IB education programs, all of which are intended to develop students’ 

intellectual, emotional, personal and social skills.

• It has around 5,000 schools globally. There are currently 193 IB schools in India, all of which 

are top-end elite private schools.

World Elephant Day 2020 theme- “H

Reference News- The World Elephant Day is celebrated on 12th August every year to spread 

awareness for the conservation and protection of the largest mammal on land.

in 2012 to bring attention to the urgent plight of Asian and African elephants.
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International Baccalaureate 

Recently, the Delhi Board of School Education (DBSE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with International Baccalaureate (IB) to implement IB programmes in 30 government schools, 

s of Specialized Excellence in 2021. With the signing of this MoU, 

government school students will get access to international level of educational facilities

Students of these schools will be issued joint certification by the IB and the Delhi board when 

About International Baccalaureate (IB) 

profit education program founded to give to students

the opportunity to receive an education fit for a globalizing world.

Geneva (Switzerland). 

It emphasizes personal student development as one of its main achievements.

There are four IB education programs, all of which are intended to develop students’ 

intellectual, emotional, personal and social skills. 

ls globally. There are currently 193 IB schools in India, all of which 

end elite private schools. 

 

World Elephant Day 

Haathi Hamara Saathi” 

The World Elephant Day is celebrated on 12th August every year to spread 

awareness for the conservation and protection of the largest mammal on land. 

in 2012 to bring attention to the urgent plight of Asian and African elephants. 
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Recently, the Delhi Board of School Education (DBSE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with International Baccalaureate (IB) to implement IB programmes in 30 government schools, 

With the signing of this MoU, 

government school students will get access to international level of educational facilities and the 

Students of these schools will be issued joint certification by the IB and the Delhi board when they 

founded to give to students aged 3 to 

fit for a globalizing world.  

It emphasizes personal student development as one of its main achievements. 

There are four IB education programs, all of which are intended to develop students’ 

ls globally. There are currently 193 IB schools in India, all of which 

The World Elephant Day is celebrated on 12th August every year to spread 

 The day was launched 



 

5 | 

 

• Asian Elephants: There are three subspecies of Asian elephant which are the Indian, Sumatran 

and Sri Lankan. 

o Global Population: Estimated 20,000 to 40,000.

o More than 60% of the world’s elephant population is in India.

o IUCN Red List Status: Endangered.

o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.

• African Elephants: There are two subspecies of African elephants, the Savanna (or bush) elephant 

and the Forest elephant. 

• Concerns: 

o Escalation of poaching.

o Habitat loss. 

o Human-elephant conflict

o Mistreatment in captivity.

o Abuse due to elephant tourism.

Steps Taken by India for Conservation

• Gaj Yatra which is a nationwide awareness campaign to celebrate ele

necessity of securing elephant corridors.

• The Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) programme

international collaboration that tracks trends in information related to the illegal killing of 

elephants from across Africa and Asia, to monitor effectiveness of field conservation efforts.

• Project Elephant: It is a centrally sponsored scheme and was launched in February 1992 for the 

protection of elephants, their habitats and corridors.

• Elephant Information Network (EIN)

o Has enabled human-elephant coexistence in southern India

o Acts as an early warning mechanism to alert people when elephants are nearby, 

minimizing negative human

towards elephants. 

Elephant count 

• As per recent data of World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), roughly 440,000 elephants have left 

on the Earth. WWF notes that, every year around 15,000 elephants are hunted by poachers. 

Number of wild Asiatic elephants has decreased to 50,000 accounting for 15% of its historic 

average. 
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: There are three subspecies of Asian elephant which are the Indian, Sumatran 

Global Population: Estimated 20,000 to 40,000. 

More than 60% of the world’s elephant population is in India.  

IUCN Red List Status: Endangered. 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I. 

: There are two subspecies of African elephants, the Savanna (or bush) elephant 

Escalation of poaching. 

elephant conflict. 

Mistreatment in captivity. 

ant tourism. 

Steps Taken by India for Conservation- 

which is a nationwide awareness campaign to celebrate elephants and highlight the 

necessity of securing elephant corridors. 

Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) programme, launched in 2003, is an 

n that tracks trends in information related to the illegal killing of 

elephants from across Africa and Asia, to monitor effectiveness of field conservation efforts.

It is a centrally sponsored scheme and was launched in February 1992 for the 

protection of elephants, their habitats and corridors. 

Elephant Information Network (EIN) 

elephant coexistence in southern India 

Acts as an early warning mechanism to alert people when elephants are nearby, 

minimizing negative human-elephant interactions, and increasing people’s tolerance 

Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), roughly 440,000 elephants have left 

on the Earth. WWF notes that, every year around 15,000 elephants are hunted by poachers. 

atic elephants has decreased to 50,000 accounting for 15% of its historic 
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Public Distribution System (PDS)

Public Distribution System (PDS) PDS was introduced in India for the first time by the British 

government in 1939. However it was named as a rationing system. It was a period of Second World 

War, because of which the price of wheat and rice were cont

make these two commodities available to the general public at an affordable price rationing system 

was introduced. However once the Second World War was over the rationing system was 

discontinued. Post independence the same system was introduced by the government in the name of 

PDS. During the first five year plan only rice and wheat were made available at a subsidized price 

under this system. Gradually other essential commodities like sugar, kerosene oil, coal etc. we

added to the list of items. In India even after independence the socio economic condition remained 

adverse. Income disparity was widespread. People were suffering from poverty and starvation. Hence 

in order to reduce the impact of poverty PDS was used a

essential commodities at subsidised price. However these subsidies make the people dependent upon 

the government. It also affects the financial health of the government. In India under PDS three 

different entities are involved  

1. The central government  

2. State governments  

3. The PDS stores 

It is the responsibility of the centre to make these essential commodities available at a subsidized 

price. The cost of transportation, storage within the state and the margin of the PDS store has to be 

borne by the states.  

It is the Food Corporation of India

farmers. When the production is high wheat and rice are procured by the FCI at the MSP. Through this 

the FCI increases its buffer stock in those years when the production remains high. The buffer stock is 

created with two objectives. First of all in order to ensure availability of wheat a

a subsidized price and secondly to ensure availability of wheat and rice in adequate quantity in open 

market when the production remains low. The cost of procurement is borne by the centre. 

Kerosene oil through PDS is made available 

companies. For this, they are again compensated by the centre. In order to compensate the 

downstream oil companies, some part of profit of upstream and middle stream oil companies is 

taken away by the central government. 
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Public Distribution System (PDS) 

Public Distribution System (PDS) PDS was introduced in India for the first time by the British 

government in 1939. However it was named as a rationing system. It was a period of Second World 

War, because of which the price of wheat and rice were continuously increasing. Hence in order to 

make these two commodities available to the general public at an affordable price rationing system 

was introduced. However once the Second World War was over the rationing system was 

e same system was introduced by the government in the name of 

PDS. During the first five year plan only rice and wheat were made available at a subsidized price 

under this system. Gradually other essential commodities like sugar, kerosene oil, coal etc. we

added to the list of items. In India even after independence the socio economic condition remained 

adverse. Income disparity was widespread. People were suffering from poverty and starvation. Hence 

in order to reduce the impact of poverty PDS was used as an instrument. It ensured the availability of 

essential commodities at subsidised price. However these subsidies make the people dependent upon 

the government. It also affects the financial health of the government. In India under PDS three 

It is the responsibility of the centre to make these essential commodities available at a subsidized 

rice. The cost of transportation, storage within the state and the margin of the PDS store has to be 

Food Corporation of India- FCI, which is responsible for procuring rice and wheat from the 

igh wheat and rice are procured by the FCI at the MSP. Through this 

the FCI increases its buffer stock in those years when the production remains high. The buffer stock is 

created with two objectives. First of all in order to ensure availability of wheat a

a subsidized price and secondly to ensure availability of wheat and rice in adequate quantity in open 

market when the production remains low. The cost of procurement is borne by the centre. 

Kerosene oil through PDS is made available at a subsidized price by the oil marketing 

companies. For this, they are again compensated by the centre. In order to compensate the 

downstream oil companies, some part of profit of upstream and middle stream oil companies is 

rnment.  
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Coal India limited is responsible for distributing coal at a subsidized price. Coal India limited is 

also a central public sector undertaking. Hence even this cost is ultimately borne by the centre. In 

order to distribute sugar at a subsidized pric

their total produce. It is termed as levy sugar. It is procured by the centre at a price lower than the 

market price. Although through this process, the centre is able to save some money. But it cause

loss to the sugar producers.  

Pulses and edible oil are not regularly supplied through 

price of these two commodities starts going beyond the reach of consumers their import is increased 

and they are supplied through PDS at a price at which 

be of two different types  

1. Targeted PDS (TPDS) 

2. Universal PDS (UPDS)  

In case of Targeted PDS, the benefit has to be provided only to a particular category of people. In 

this the beneficiaries are identified on the basis of socio

is provided only to them. On the other hand Universal PDS is that PDS under which every member of 

the society is covered irrespective of their socio

own advantages and disadvantages. In case of TPDS it becomes difficult to set a benchmark based on 

which the beneficiaries can be identified. In such situation it is a possibility that some actual 

beneficiaries may be left aside. However it saves resources. On the other hand UPDS ensures that not 

even a single beneficiary is left behind. However under this, even those may derive the benefits, those 

who do not actually deserve it. It leads to wastage of resources. 

India is a food sufficient country but it is yet to become a food secure. Hence in order to ensure 

food security, Food Security Act was passed in 2013. Under this 50% of the urban population and 75% 

of the rural population has been given the benefits. It is a form of TP

available to all. However the scheme is not confined only to the people below poverty line. Under this 

scheme 5 kg food grains is made available to each member per month. It is up to the individual and 

the family, whether they want rice, wheat or coarse grain. Rice is made available at a rate of 3 rupees 

per kg, wheat at 2 rupees per kg and the coarse grains at 1 rupee per kg. 

The Antyodaya Anna Yojana which provides 35 kg of food grains per family per month to the 

poorest of poor family has been merged with the food security act. Keeping in mind the female 

empowerment, ration card under this scheme is issued in the name of the eldest female member of 

the family, who should be at least 18 years in age. PDS in India has not been a 

from a number of drawbacks. First of all proper coordination between the centre

states- PDS stores remain missing. FCI 

of rice and wheat has been inefficient. Sometimes inferior food grains are procured. The quantity 
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Coal India limited is responsible for distributing coal at a subsidized price. Coal India limited is 

also a central public sector undertaking. Hence even this cost is ultimately borne by the centre. In 

order to distribute sugar at a subsidized price the sugar producers in India have to set aside 10% of 

their total produce. It is termed as levy sugar. It is procured by the centre at a price lower than the 

market price. Although through this process, the centre is able to save some money. But it cause

Pulses and edible oil are not regularly supplied through PDS. Only in those times when the 

price of these two commodities starts going beyond the reach of consumers their import is increased 

at a price at which governments incurs no profit no loss. PDF can 

In case of Targeted PDS, the benefit has to be provided only to a particular category of people. In 

iaries are identified on the basis of socio-economic conditions and the benefit of PDS 

is provided only to them. On the other hand Universal PDS is that PDS under which every member of 

the society is covered irrespective of their socio-economic condition. Both these systems have their 

own advantages and disadvantages. In case of TPDS it becomes difficult to set a benchmark based on 

which the beneficiaries can be identified. In such situation it is a possibility that some actual 

de. However it saves resources. On the other hand UPDS ensures that not 

even a single beneficiary is left behind. However under this, even those may derive the benefits, those 

who do not actually deserve it. It leads to wastage of resources.  

d sufficient country but it is yet to become a food secure. Hence in order to ensure 

food security, Food Security Act was passed in 2013. Under this 50% of the urban population and 75% 

of the rural population has been given the benefits. It is a form of TPDS. It means that it is not 

available to all. However the scheme is not confined only to the people below poverty line. Under this 

scheme 5 kg food grains is made available to each member per month. It is up to the individual and 

ant rice, wheat or coarse grain. Rice is made available at a rate of 3 rupees 

per kg, wheat at 2 rupees per kg and the coarse grains at 1 rupee per kg.  

The Antyodaya Anna Yojana which provides 35 kg of food grains per family per month to the 

r family has been merged with the food security act. Keeping in mind the female 

empowerment, ration card under this scheme is issued in the name of the eldest female member of 

the family, who should be at least 18 years in age. PDS in India has not been a great success. It suffers 

from a number of drawbacks. First of all proper coordination between the centre

PDS stores remain missing. FCI which is responsible for procurement, storage and distribution 

of rice and wheat has been inefficient. Sometimes inferior food grains are procured. The quantity 
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supplied to the transporters may be less than what is mentioned. Huge part of the food grains is 

wasted due to lack of a proper storage facility. A large part is damaged buy rodents. Even in the 

process of transportation theft and diversion is a common problem. 

The problem of fake ration card and black marketing of these essential commodities are 

serious issues. Because of these issues a number of solutions are being adopted. Widespread use of 

technology can be seen. For example

surveillance, GPS fitted vehicles for the purpose of transportation are being used. P

gradually transformed into e-PDS in which biometric ration cards and impressions are being used. 

Ensuring participation of local people may be useful. Direct benefit transfer may also be of great help. 

Regarding PDS Chattisgarh model has been c

announced 1.7 lakh crore worth of relief package under 

the fight against Covid pandemic Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojana was launched under this 

package. Under this from April to November 2020 an extra 5 kg of free food grains and 1 kg of pulses 

were given to the 80 crore ration card holders.

1. If there is an increase in the external commercial borrowings in India. What will be the impact 

on the external debt of the country?

a) Increase 

b) Decrease 

Answer: A  

2. World Bank Headquarters located at:

a) Switzerland 

b) Washington DC 

Answer: B  

3. Which among the following committee suggested 

in India”? 

a) Dandekar Committee 

b) Malohtra Committee 

Answer: B  

4. Rs. 100 notes are printed in which of the following?

a) The Indian Security Press Nasik

b) The Security Printing Press Hyderabad

Answer: D  
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supplied to the transporters may be less than what is mentioned. Huge part of the food grains is 

a proper storage facility. A large part is damaged buy rodents. Even in the 

process of transportation theft and diversion is a common problem.  

The problem of fake ration card and black marketing of these essential commodities are 

these issues a number of solutions are being adopted. Widespread use of 

technology can be seen. For example- end to end computerisation, installation of CCTV cameras for 

surveillance, GPS fitted vehicles for the purpose of transportation are being used. P

PDS in which biometric ration cards and impressions are being used. 

Ensuring participation of local people may be useful. Direct benefit transfer may also be of great help. 

Regarding PDS Chattisgarh model has been commendable. In the year 2020, the finance minister 

announced 1.7 lakh crore worth of relief package under Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojana

the fight against Covid pandemic Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojana was launched under this 

Under this from April to November 2020 an extra 5 kg of free food grains and 1 kg of pulses 

were given to the 80 crore ration card holders. 

 

QUIZ 

If there is an increase in the external commercial borrowings in India. What will be the impact 

on the external debt of the country? 

c) Remain unaffected

d) Either increase or d

World Bank Headquarters located at: 

c) New York 

d) Paris

Which among the following committee suggested to establish “Insurance Regulatory Authori

c) Rangrajan Committee

d) Dutt committee 

Rs. 100 notes are printed in which of the following? 

Indian Security Press Nasik 

The Security Printing Press Hyderabad 

c) The bank Note Press, De

d) All 1, 2 & 3 
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5. At which of the following places first Land Development Bank was established in India?

a) Punjab 

b) Mumbai 

Answer: A [Punjab] 

6. The minimum support prices (MSP)

each year, after taking into account the recommendations of which of the following 

organizations? 

a) Planning Commission of India 

b) Finance Commission of India 

c) Farmer’s Commission of India

d) Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices

Answer: D 

7. In the history of Independent India, a

a) Rs. 5000 

b) Rs. 1000 

Answer: D  

8. In context with the currency management in India the responsibility for coinage vests with 

which of the following? 

a) Government of India 

b) Reserve Bank of India 

Answer: A  

9. Countervailing duty is imposed on which of the following?

a) imported goods 

b) exported goods 

c) imported good on which import subsidy is applicable

d) exported goods on which export subsidy is applicable

Answer: A  

10. In which year Tax Reforms committee was constituted by Government of India?

a) 1975 

b) 1980 

Answer: C  
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At which of the following places first Land Development Bank was established in India?

c) Madras 

d) Pune 

minimum support prices (MSP) for major agricultural products are fixed by the government, 

each year, after taking into account the recommendations of which of the following 

 

 

armer’s Commission of India 

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 

In the history of Independent India, a note of highest denomination has been of ___?

c) Rs. 2000 

d) Rs. 10000 

In context with the currency management in India the responsibility for coinage vests with 

c) Currency Chests 

d) Commercial Banks

is imposed on which of the following? 

port subsidy is applicable 

exported goods on which export subsidy is applicable 

In which year Tax Reforms committee was constituted by Government of India?

c) 1991 

d) 1995 
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In context with the currency management in India the responsibility for coinage vests with 
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